Annex A 



Explanation of the exemptions under sections 23 (5), 27(1) and 31(3) of the Act 

The Home Office neither confirms nor denies that it holds the information you have 
requested pursuant to exemption 23(5), 27(1 ) and 31 (3) of the Act. The exemptions 
are defined by the Act as follows: 

23 Information supplied by, or relating to, bodies dealing with security matters. 

(1) Information held by a public authority is exempt information if it was directly or 
indirectly supplied to the public authority by, or relates to, any of the bodies specified in 
subsection (3). 

(2) A certificate signed by a Minister of the Crown certifying that the information to 
which it applies was directly or indirectly supplied by, or relates to, any of the bodies 
specified in subsection (3) shall, subject to section 60, be conclusive evidence of that 
fact. 

(3) The bodies referred to in subsections (1) and (2) are — 

(a) the Security Service, 

(b) the Secret Intelligence Service, 

(c) the Government Communications Headquarters, 

(d) the special forces, 

(e) the Tribunal established under section 65 of the Regulation of Investigatory 
Powers Act 2000, 

(f) the Tribunal established under section 7 of the Interception of 
Communications Act 1985, 

(g) the Tribunal established under section 5 of the Security Service Act 1989, 

(h) the Tribunal established under section 9 of the Intelligence Services Act 
1994, 

(i) the Security Vetting Appeals Panel, 
(j) the Security Commission, 

(k) the National Criminal Intelligence Service,. . . 

(I) the Service Authority for the National Criminal Intelligence Service. 

(m) the National Crime Agency 

(4) In subsection (3)(c) "the Government Communications Headquarters" includes any 
unit or part of a unit of the armed forces of the Crown which is for the time being 
required by the Secretary of State to assist the Government Communications 
Headquarters in carrying out its functions. 



(5) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if, or to the extent that, compliance with 
section 1 (1 )(a) would involve the disclosure of any information (whether or not already 
recorded) which was directly or indirectly supplied to the public authority by, or relates 
to, any of the bodies specified in subsection (3). 



27 (l)lnformation is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would 
be likely to, prejudice — 

(a) relations between the United Kingdom and any other State, 

(b) relations between the United Kingdom and any international organisation or 
international court, 

(c) the interests of the United Kingdom abroad, or 

(d) the promotion or protection by the United Kingdom of its interests abroad. 

(4)The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if, or to the extent that, compliance with 
section 1(1)(a)- 

(a) would, or would be likely to, prejudice any of the matters mentioned in 
subsection (1), or 

(b) would involve the disclosure of any information (whether or not already 
recorded) which is confidential information obtained from a State other than the 
United Kingdom or from an international organisation or international court. 

31(1) Information which is not exempt information by virtue of section 30 is exempt if its 
disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice- 
fa) the prevention or detection of crime, 

(b) the apprehension or prosecution of offenders, 

(c) the administration of justice 

(d) to(i) 

(3)The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if, or to the extent that, compliance with 
section 1(1 )(a) would, or would be likely to, prejudice any of the matters mentioned in 
subsection (1). 

Consideration of the balance of Public Interest 

Some exemptions in the Act, referred to as 'qualified exemptions', are subject to a 
public interest test (PIT). The exemptions under Section 27(1 ) and Section 31 (3) are 
such exemptions. The PIT is used, in the case of these exemptions, to assess the 
balance of the public interest for and against the requirement to say whether requested 
information is held or not. The 'public interest' is not the same as what interests the 
public. In carrying out a PIT we consider the greater good or benefit to the community 
as a whole. 

The 'right to know' must be balanced against the need to enable effective government 
and serve the best interests of the public. The Act is 'applicant blind'. This means that 
we cannot, and do not, ask about the motives of anyone who asks for information. 

In providing a response to one person, we are expressing a willingness to provide the 
same response to anyone, including those who might represent a threat to an 
individual or to the UK. On this basis please find set out below a consideration of the 
balance of public interest with respect to neither confirming nor denying whether 
information you have requested is held by the Home Office. 



Public interest consideration in favour of confirming whether or not information 
is held 

The Home Office recognises that there is a general public interest in transparency and 
openness in Government. It is acknowledged that disclosure of a Letter of Request 
could improve public understanding of international co-operation processes relating to 
criminal investigations and prosecutions. In addition there is a general public interest in 
understanding whether or not the Home Office has been asked to assist in a particular 
criminal investigation abroad, particularly if the case is high profile and/or involves a 
British citizen. 

Public interest considerations in favour of maintaining the exclusion of the duty 
to either confirm or deny. 

Section 27(1) - International Relations 

It is the duty of the Secretary of State to protect the ongoing affairs of our international 
partners and to avoid jeopardising any criminal proceedings. It is established 
international practice that Letters of Request are sent in confidence and are not 
disclosed outside government departments, agencies, the courts or enforcement 
agencies in the UK without the consent of the requesting authority (as noted in our 
published guidelines). Disclosure of Letters or Request could affect the UK's 
relationships with other countries in regard to Mutual Legal Assistance and impede or 
hamper investigations or legal proceedings either in a specific case or in the future. 

Section 31(3) - Law Enforcement 

To reveal whether the Home Office does, or does not, hold individual Letters of 
Request would be likely to prejudice the law enforcement process, even where it is 
public knowledge that criminal proceedings are taking place abroad. Disclosure could 
prejudice law enforcement by: 

• Diminishing the chances of a successful prosecution, future charges, or making 
arrests 

• Diminishing the chances of a fair trial 

• Endangering victims, witnesses or others as they participate in investigations and 
proceedings 

• Impeding other ongoing or future proceedings 

• Facilitating the commission of crime 

Following the above consideration we have determined that the public interest favours 
maintaining the exclusion of the duty to confirm or deny whether we hold the requested 
information. 



